The Phrygian iconography of the Mother serves as a clear complement to the Greek sources which derive the name Kybele from a mountain located in Phrygia. The natural rock outcroppings of the Phrygian highlands furnish numerous cliff faces designed in the form of a building fac;ade with a prominent doorway. These monuments celebrate a goddess identified from inscriptions in old Phrygian as Matar. 6 On the best known of these fac;ades, the so-called "Monument of Midas," usually dated to the late eighth century, Matar is mentioned three times and the doorway, now empty, would originally have contained her image. 7 The relevance of this Phrygian Mother to Greek Kybele is demonstrated by two inscribed monuments from the Highlands on which the goddess is named Matar Kubileya. 8 This titular compound resembles the common designation for the Greek Mother, "Meter Kybele". These inscribed Phrygian monuments, therefore, supplement and confirm the sources which represent K ybele as Phrygian in origin. 9 That the Phrygian form Kubile is the source for the Greek theonym Kybele has been recognized since the late nineteenth century. 10 The decipherment of Hittite hieroglyphs in the 1920's led the semiticist William Albright to recognize a further resemblance between the Greek theonym Kybele and that of the North Syrian goddess Kubaba. 11 The full extent of this phonetic similarity was explored in a seminal article by Emmanuel Laroche, in which he proposed that the Phrygians were responsible for transforming the north Syrian theonym into the form eventually adapted by the GreeksY This suggestion correctly preserves the Phrygian intermediary advertised by the ancient sources. Political and cultural relations between Karkemish, 13 the chief site for the worship of Kubaba, and the Phrygian capital, Gordian, strengthen the view that the theonym Kubaba was somehow the inspiration for the Phrygian form Kubile.
